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Have you turned 17? 

The earliest date your provisional licence can become valid is your 17th birthday, however you can apply for the licence up 
to three months before your 17th birthday. 

  
Before you start to drive- What are the legal requirements? 

  Hold a valid, provisional driving licence for Great Britain or Northern Ireland  

  Make sure that any vehicle you drive is roadworthy and properly taxed and insured  

  
If you want to practice driving with an accompanying driver, the accompanying driver must be over 
the age of 21 and must have held (and still valid) a full licence for three years. 

  
As a learner driver you must display 'L' plates ('L' or 'D' plates in Wales) in a conspicuous position on 
the front and rear of the vehicle you are driving. 

  

How to apply for provisional license? 

If you have never held a driving licence before, you will need to apply for a provisional licence. You cannot start to drive a 
car until your provisional driving licence has been accepted and is in your possession.  
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Preparing for your theory test is essential if you want to become a safe, responsible driver or rider. 
If you are a learner driver you must take and pass your theory test before you book your practical test.  
So passing your driving theory test is your first step towards being a safe driver on the road.  
  

Preparing for your theory test -  

It is important to study the following - 

    

  The Highway Code - 

  
The Highway Code is essential reading for everyone. Its rules apply to all road users: drivers, 
motorcyclists, cyclists, pedestrians as well as horse riders. It contains most up to date advice on 
road safety and the laws, which apply to all road users. 

    

  Traffic signs -  

  It is important to know road signs and markings that you are most likely to encounter. 

    

  Driving theory test questions - 

  
You must study latest questions published by DSA from which the exam questions are taken. 
DSA may change questions from time to time and it is important that you study from the books 
having the updated questions. 

    

  Hazard perception test - 

  

It is best to practice hazard perception skills on the computer if you have access to one. There 
are websites and PC-CD ROMs in the market, using which you can practice your hazard 
perceptions skills. Your driving instructor may be able to help you in understanding this part of 
the theory test. 

    

DSA driving theory test consists of two elements: 

  

Driving theory test screen Hazard perception test screen 

  
  

Multiple choice questions 

This section is designed to test your understanding of the theory behind driving. There is a 15-minute practice 
session you can work through before starting the test. There are 50 randomly selected, multiple-choice questions 
and you need to get at least 43 answers right to pass. 
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Driving theory test questions have increased  in 2007/08

The theory test questions have increased for the car and motorcycle theory test from 3rd 
September 07 

Number of questions increased to 50 

Pass marks are now 43 

Allowed time to complete test 57 min   

DSA exam fees also increased to £28.50 
  

  

Hazard perception test 

This is the second section of the theory test and must be passed at the same time. Hazard perception test is 
conducted to test the ability of learner drivers to respond to hazards on the road while driving. There are 14 
videos, each about a minute long.  

This section is designed to test your awareness of potential hazards whilst driving. 

The videos feature various types of hazard, such as road conditions, vehicles and pedestrians. The earlier you 
spot a hazard developing that may require the driver to take evasive action, the higher the score. 

There are 15 scoreable hazards in the test and candidates can score up to 5 points on each hazard. The pass 
marks are 44 out of 75. 

  

New drivers are disproportionately involved in accidents, especially in the first months after 
passing a driving test. It has been proven that drivers who have taken hazard perception training 
have much better hazard perception skills. 
  

  

How to book your test with DSA ? 

You will need to book the theory and practical tests separately through the Driving Standards Agency (DSA) on : 
Telephone: 0870 010 1372  
Fax: 0870 010 2372 
Welsh speakers line: 0870 010 0372  
Minicom line: 0870 010 7372  
Website: www.dsa.gov.uk  
While booking your practical test you will need your provisional driving licence number, your theory pass 
certificate number and the date it was passed. 
Online booking - www.dsa.gov.uk  
By phone - 0870 0101372 
By post - You can get a form from your local driving test centre or by downloading it from  www.dsa.gov.uk (under 
the "forms and publications" sections) fill it in and post it to Driving Standards Agency, Booking Department, PO 
Box 381, Manchester, M50 3UW, enclosing a cheque made payable to 'Driving Standards Agency'. 

DSA theory test facilities for candidates with special needs include : 

For car and motorcycle candidates, using a headset to listen to the test being read in one of 
20 other languages. This will help candidates who do not understand or read English, or who 
wish to take the test in their first language 
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How to choose a driving instructor? 

The DSA authorised ADIs should be having the following qualifications 
  

  

• Must be having a full driving license for the last 4 years   
• Passed successfully the complex ADI theory test  
• Registered with DSA. 

A good driving instructor should provide you with advice on the following  

  

• All aspects of driving   
• When to sit for your driving test  
• What to read to help you pass the theory test   
• Finding the best way to practice and improve your driving skills   
• Driving skills and guide you to drive safely   

Important factors to consider  
  

  

• How long has he/she been a driving instructor  
• Option of choosing male and female instructors   
• Is ADI fully qualified (i.e. Green badge holder)   
• Duration of one lesson   
• Types of cars, age of car, are they dual controlled  
• Individual pick up service   
• Lessons on weekends 
• What is your preference male and female instructor ? 
• Same instructor will be available for the complete course?
• Same car for every lesson?  
• Discounts on block booking?  
• Which centre does he/she use?  
• Average pass rate? 

About car practical test  

Once you have passed the theory test you can then apply to take your practical driving test. The driving part of 
your test will last about 40 minutes. Throughout the test your examiner will be looking for an overall safe standard 
of driving, including when you are carrying out the set exercises. You can make up to 15 driving faults and still 
pass the test (16 or more faults ). However, if you commit one serious or dangerous fault you will fail   
the test.  
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The driving test has been designed to see if you: 

Can drive safely  

Know the Highway Code and can demonstrate this through your driving 
  

  

Your driving practical test consists of  

Eye sight test  

Vehicle safety questions/Show me tell me questions 

Driving manoeuvres 

And a drive with examiner  

    

During the driving test the examiner will give you directions, which you should follow. Test routes are designed to 
be as uniform as possible and will include a range of typical road and traffic conditions. During the test, the 
examiner will ask you to carry out set exercises.

Throughout the test you should drive in the way your instructor has taught you. If you make a mistake, don't worry 
about it, it might be a less serious driving fault and may not affect your result. The examiner will be looking for an 
overall safe standard of driving. 

You can make up to 15 driving faults and still pass the test (16 or more results in failure). However, if you commit 
one serious or dangerous fault you will fail the test. If at any time your examiner considers you to be a danger to 
other road users your test will be stopped. 
  

How examiner will assess your performance? 

All examiners are trained to carry out the test to the same standard, they do not have pass or fail quotas. So as 
long as you demonstrate the standard required you will pass your driving test. 

Examiner will see following while assessing your performance - 
  

• The method, clarity, adequacy and correctness of instructions given  
• The observation, analysis and correction of faults committed by the pupil  
• Your general driving manners  
• Recognition of hazardous situations 
• Traffic signs and regulations  
• Overtaking and passing  
• Use of vehicle controls 
• Use of secondary controls such as wipers, demisters, etc 
• Use of mirrors and signals  
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Say goodbye to those 'L' Plates. Now you will need to notify the DVLA to exchange your test pass certificate and 
provisional driving licence for a new full driving licence as soon as possible. 

Every vehicle kept or used on a public road legally requires road tax, motor insurance 
and for vehicles over 3 years old, a MOT test in UK. 
  

Road tax  
Road tax is a government levy on every vehicle, which is payable in advance for a 6 or 12-month period. It is 
cheaper, if you pay for 12 months period in advance. 

MOT  
In the UK all cars over three years old are legally required to undergo an annual MOT (Ministry Of Transport) 
Test. It’s purpose is to check the safety and roadworthiness of vehicles using public roads within the UK. 

Get a car insurance  
The minimum acceptable level is what is called Third Party Insurance. 
Tips for reducing car insurance premium  

The most expensive age for buying car insurance in the UK is seventeen. Young and newly qualified 
drivers can boost their no-claims bonus by taking an additional test called Pass Plus 

Drivers who don’t have full no-claims bonus can build their bonus quicker with a policy from some 
companies called ‘Bonus Accelerator’. This policy runs for 10 months rather than the usual 12. At the end 
of those 10 months, provided no ‘fault’ claims have been made, you get a full year’s no claims bonus. 
Be careful if you choose this scheme. You usually have to stay with the same insurance company 
throughout, in order to build up your maximum no-claims bonus. Companies don't usually allow you to 
carry a 10 months policy over from one company to another, so please check before you sign up for this 
type of scheme 

Buy a smaller-engine car 

If you or your spouse buys a second car, you may be able to get an introductory bonus on the new car. 
This means that your insurer may give you the same no-claims bonus on the second car as you have on 
the first, provided you insure both cars with the same company 

If your insurance company offers voluntary excess, choose the highest excess you can afford. This can 
reduce your premium 

If you do not use your car much, you may be entitled to a discount for low annual mileage 

If you have access to a garage or driveway at night, use them. Using off street parking, rather than leaving 
your car on the street will attract a discount with most insurers 

Vehicles fitted with an engine immobiliser or alarm may qualify for a discount 

Women can often get cheaper car insurance than their male counterparts 

Different insurance companies target different customers, so make sure you are using the best company 
for you. E.g. there are companies who specialise in policies for young drivers 

Buying via the internet can save you money 


